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TO  THIJ  CHAIRM.<\N  .IIP  OF  TrUj 

RURAL  DISTRICT  GOUITGII  OL'  DiUilINGTQIT 

Gencleinen , 

I have  the  privilege  of  j^reseiit ii^^  to  you  the 
Aniiuax  Report  of  the  l^edical  Officer  of  Health  upon  the  Vital 
Statistics  of  the  liealth  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  tiie 
Darlington  Rural  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  Decemher,  1944 

The  report  for  this  year  has  been  delayed  chiefly 
because  of  pressure  of  v or.r  in  the  department.  You  will  note 
that  the  repci-t  cont  uhi.-;  :-;..igi.tly  more  information  than  previous 
reports  during  t ‘u  , . , ^ Lmt  this  is  at  the  express  wish 

of  the  Ministry  ox  Boali;;. 

SSCTICR  A ST..TISTIC3  A:!D  dOGlAI.  GONDITIQUS  OF  THE  i\REA 

Area  of  Rural  District  in  acres.  .....................  45?064  f. 

Resident  Populat ion.  9 ? 2l6  ■ : 

Number  of  Inhabited  liouses.  2? 613  J’ 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate.  ....  . . .£324»  8s.  3d. 

Rateaoie  Value  at  Ist  April  1944.  f 77, 839 

The  chief  industries  are  Agriculture,  Lime  Burning, 
and  General  O-uarrying.  Many  of  the  population  are  engaged  in 
Icrxs  in  the  Borough  of  Darlington,  and.  tile  Urban  District  of 
Shi Id on. 

It  is  now  possible  to  disclose  th.at  during  the  war 
years,  tn^re  has  been  established  a i.arge  munition  works  at 
^c-Liffe,  a large  aerodrome  at  .-oosepool,  Middleton  St.  George, 
and  from  time  te  time  troops  n.a.vc  b^en  quartered  in  many  of  the 
iarg6  V esidenc-..,:  in  tn^  c.r..a.  phe  first  has  tended  to  absorb  a 
consideraole  am.o'uit  of  In-  both  male  and  female  from  the  North 
end  of  tne  district,  • iu:  hav-.;  t endc.d  to  temporarily  increase 

the  population  in  .t  villages. 

In  spite  of  th..  greet  iwirunius  made  upon  all  services 
during  the  war  years,  am  pleased  torerort  that  the  Health  of 
the  poi:-ulation  h' s not  b'..on  afiectwd. 
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STATISTICS 
BIRTHS  ivFD  CIRTH 

The  number  of  Live  Births  in  the  District  was  I96. 


The  sex  legitimacjr  clasvsif  ication  is  drawn  thus ; - 


T'lale 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

99 

73 

172 

Illegitimate 

13 

11 

24 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1 

,000  of  the 

estimiated  population  is 

12.26 

compared  with  a rate 

of  16.75  1 

ast  year.  The  rate  for 

Pnglcnd 

Wales  is  I7.6. 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

• 3 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

The  rate  per  1,000  of  tne  estimated  population  is  0,54  ns  compared 
with  C,3.  last  , and  a rc.te  of  0.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

IiiT:]RI~AL.  LORTihITY 

There  v/,..s  one  d e-^th  from  Llaternal  Causes.  It  is  the 
first  to  occur  under  this  he., ding  for  several  years.  The  rate  is 
0.21. 

lED  M0RT.,I:ITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  veai'  of  age  were  as  follows 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  52  7 

Illegitimate  - 2 2 

The  infantile  L'ortclity  Rato  is  45-  This  shows  a decrease  of  6.8 

on  last  year’s  rr.te.  The  rate  for  England  and  ■'a'les  is  46. 

DP.  TH8  ^ MD  D:L.TIi  RaTE 

Dui-ing  1944  'cher-  were  111  deaths  registered,  60  male 
and.  51  female.  The  Dej  th  R'te  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
is  12.04?  Which  comp -r -3  v/ith  death  rate  of  12.07  for  1943  and  a 


rate  of  I1.6  for  Enj^land  and  Wales 
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T/OBLS  SHO^'-ING  CAUSES’  OF  DEATH 


Diphtheria 

Tuhercuijsis  of  Reppiratory  System 

Other  rorina  •f  TuherculoGis 

Influenza 

ACUte  Infantile  Encephalitis 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

Diabetes 

Intracranial  Vascular  lesions 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System.... 

Bronchitis 

pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

Appendicitis.  * 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis 

I'aternal  Causes 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Malformations  Infantile  Diseases. 

Plead  Traffic  j-.ccidents 

Other  Vioo.ent  Causes 

All  Other  Causes 


Male 

1 

1 

1 

6 

8 

18 
, 1 
^ 3 
3 

. 1 

, 2 
> 5 

, 1 
. 2 
. 1 
. 1 
. 5 


Female 


2 

1 

1 

8 

1 

9 

12 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 
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ACTIONS  diseases 


+5’ 

5 and 
ver 


Scarlet 

T.e.Y,e.r 


F. 


Vho oping 
C ough  


Diphth- 


P. 


Ijrysy- 


Measles 


F. 


Acute 

PneniTnon 


otals 


10 


Civilian  Cases  Removed  to  Is»l.atiori  Holpital 


Scarlet  Fever  6 Diphtheria  I4 

Numher  of  the  above  cases  of  Diphtheria,  (yyho  had  been 
immunised  a nd  tnose  not  immunised) 

Age  G-roup  Imimunised  Not  Immunised 


0 - D 

5 - 15_ 

over  Iz) 


4 

7 


The  number  of  children  im.r.unisv^d  against  Diphtheria  during  the  yea. 
T/as  70.  Of  this  total  19,  v/ere  of-  the  5 - 13  age  groups  and  51  in 
0-5  age  group.  The  percent  ..m_^e  of  immunised  children  in  the 
area  is  89  per  cent,  in  the  5 - I3  group,  and  54 -per  cent  in  the 


C - 5 group. 


T uberculos i s 


There  w-'ere  two  oases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

notified  during  the  yeuir.  Both  occurred  in  adult  females.  Pour 
deaths  occurred ^ three  from  I'ulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  one  from 
,Non-rulmonary  Tuberculcsis . T'wo  adult  cases  were  removed  from  ths 
register  during  the  year  as  ' Rte oveji'^ii « ; one  female  pulmonary 


and  one  female  non--palmonary . 

MINISTRY  OP  H,  .-Al-TE  MPMORARDUM  266/T 

ITew  legislation  was  introduced  during  the  year  which 
provides  Maintenance  (Discretionary)  and  Special  Allowances  for 
cases  ,of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  who  arc  incapacitated  from,  work 
due  to  this  cause-:  The  Tuberculosis  Service  is  administered 

-j^he  -County  Council,  and  all  cases  eligible  for  these  allowancef 
were  duly  dealu  v/ith  by  them,. 


Venereal  Diseases 


Tnis  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  year 


Public  Health  Office r s_ Iff _t he  Local  Authority 


Medical  Officer  of  Health?- 

G.A.  O’Reill,  r .B.,  Ch.3., 

Sanitary  inspect  or  ? •- 

w.J.  Pallister,  Cert.  R.  San..  Inst.  M.Inst,.  M & Cy.  E- 
Sanitary  Qircuraatan c e s 


h.  The  -ater  Supply  to  parts  of  the  area  has  been  unsatisfactory 
i;ii  puality  and  quantity  in  the  f ollo¥/ing  ? -• 

Village  of  Houghton  le  side. 

Hamlet -of  Houghton  Bank 
Village  of  Great  Stainton 
'Malwcrth  Cstile  District 
Hamlet  of  Walworth  Gate 

2.  Samples  of  Bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  piped 
^aucr  supplies  have  not  b-een  t aken  duning  the  past  year  ov/ing 
uc  a shortage  of  suaff.  However,  as  the  larger  part  of  the 
district  comes  within  the  statutory  area  of  supply  of  the 
Tees  Smalley  Hater  Board  ?md  the  Durham.  County  V/ater  Board,  it 
is  assumed  that  these  y^ublic  bodies  are  satisfied  as  t o the 
purity  of  their  water. 

3.  There  are  nc  waters  within  the  area  of  the  Rural  District  which 
ere  ^mown  to  have  plumb o -solvent  action. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29149654 


4.  The  pi'oportion  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  proportion  of  the 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  being  as  follows; - 

(a)  Direct  to  the  houses.;  89Vn  houses,  and  78  /q  of  the 

Population 

(b)  By  means  of  stand-pipe  8°/^  of  the  houses,  and  7°/o 

Population. 

>ROPOShD  SCHEtyOilS 

No  further  developments  took  place  in  the  proposals  to 
provide  a piped  water  su^x^ly  'to  the  village  of  Great  St  a inton, 
Houghton  le  Side,  and  part  of  Bishopton.  (See  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  Reports  1937  ond  1938)  . 

SE^nGB  DISPOSAL 

General 

During  the  year  there  was  one  complaint  of  an 
unsatisfactory  effluent  from  the  Council's  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 
This  occurred  at  Sadberge  and  v/as  immediately  dealt  with  by  a 
general  over-haul.  However',  the  condition  of  several  of  the  Coun 
Works  is  unsatisfactory  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  j^ost'.  War  years 
several  new  Works  will  be  built  and  others  reconditioned.  No 
samples  of  effluent  from  the  v/orks  have  been  taken  during  the  yemr 
A complaint  was  rojceived  that  the  effluent  from 
Hall,  Piercebridge  was  causing  a pollution  to  an  adjacent  sam!ll-l 
The  ft'ilitary  Authorities  \/ere  approached  on  the  subject}  and  i1t 
was  agreed  th'-^t  the  works  should  be  over-hauled  and  the  tank  emptiet 
AS  the  troops  had  now  left  the  Hall,  it  was  also  agreed  that  in  tht. 
event  of  their  re-occupation,  certain  improvemnnts  V70uld  be  carried 
out  to  ensure  that  the  effluent  i'rom  the  works  would  not  be  a 
nuisance. 

IMPROVDI.ulNTS 

Plans  and  particulars  of  a small  sewage  works  to  deal 
with  the  sewage  from  Heighington  Station  v/ere  received  and  approved 
and  this  work  has  been  commenced. 

Extensions  and  improvements  to  tue  sev/age  disposal  works 
attached  to  the  Mental  Home  at  School  itycliffe  are  under  considerat 
by  the  County  Cc-incil 
CLOSET  i^CGOiaiODj.TION 

During  the  year  2 earth  closets  and,  7 privy  middens  were 
converted  into  water  closets  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health 


- 6 “ 

Act.  1936.  Tiio  owners  of  tlio  ,oro]3erty  concernori  to  all  these 
conversions  received  a grant  of  £5« 


in  force  ir  efe  fo'* 


Scavenging  is 

Low  Coniscliffe 
Merrjrhent 
High  Coniscliffe 
Pierceoridge 
Sunmer house 
Killerhy 
Heighington 
Redv/orth 
School  .-lyclifie 


Ayclif e 

Coathani  Mund^rville 
Braff erton 
S ado ergo 
Little  Stain ton 
Great  Bill'd  on 
'thessoe 

Piddle ton  St,  George 
Great  S taint on 


. ov'/  i ng  districts’- 

Middleton  One  Row 
Neashairi 
Low  Dinsdale 
Goosepool 
Low  Middleton 
Sockburn 
tiurwiurth 
Hurworth  Place 
Blackwell 


This  work  is  carried  out  by  diredt  labour,  the 
Co'oncil  owning 

I'l)  Morris  30  cwt,  vehicle  (first  rOiPlstered  March  1935* 
(2)  Vul  can  2 ton,  vehicle  (firot  registered  Janut,iry  1933* 

and  employing  a driver  and  three  attencl.jitB  to  each  vehicle* 


¥et  Scavenging  (i.e.  Cess  Pool  emptying)  is  carried 
cut  in  the  following  Parishes  wL%.q  - the  Council  are  responsib 


for  the  m;iintcnanco , repair,  and  emptying  ox  certain  cess 


pods* 

Piercc'hrldge  Oreat  Burdon.  Beacon  Hill. 

Ayclirie  Middleton  St.  George- 

'ihessoe  Sadherge 

In  all  cases  this  v’-ork  is  done  'by  direct  lahour,  and  the 
sludge  from  the  ces'i  pools  is  spread  onto  the  land. 

''  Sal'vAGB-. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Supply,  a scheme 
for  recoverable  materials  v/as-  put  into  operation  during  the 
Tvar  3^ears,  This  year  the  follov/ing  materials  have  Been 
salvaged,  -and  sold. 

Quantity . Price , 

Tons,  Cv/ts.  ’ Qrs.  £,  "s.  d. 


Scrap  ^'^etal.  ^ 7 1 18.  4*3 

Tins. . 7 II  0 12  8 3 

Bones...,..,.,,..,..  2.  11  1-J  11  19  i+ 

Textiles...'..,, 8 0 oj-  60  I3  1 

W6"dte  ^aper - • 31  12  Oh  205  19  5 

puDoer-.. 1 0 O'  3 0 0 


Total. . 

56  7 3h  £312  4 4 


SnlTITAEY  IRSPLCTIOH  OP  THB  ^Ea . 

The  following  i'-.  a summary  of  work  done  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  Department  du.ring  the  year- 


7f. 


Nhmber 

Number 

Number 

General 

of 

of 

of 

Remarks . 

Informal 

Formal 

Nuisances 

\7ritten 

i'lotices 

•..bated 

Notices 

loy 

after 

hy 

ffinspec tor 

Order  of 
Authority 

Notice . 

PUBLIC  HTDALTH  ACTS. 

i 

! 

: 

IiWv^lllng  houses  aiid‘  schools-^- 

I 

1 

Foul  Conditions 

3 

... 

3 

Structural  Defects 

6 

2 

Overci  owding 

1 

- 

1 

Lodging-  Houses. 

- 

- 

- 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. ...... 

5 

- 

5 

C 07/ sheds 

7 

- 

7 

Bakeiiouses 

- 

- 

- 

Slaugliter-housss. 

- 

- 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

1 

1 

Deposits  cf  Refuse  and  Manure; 

2 

- 

1 

V.'ater  closets.  

2 

- 

2 

Defective  Yard  I-aving 

2 

- 

- 

House  Dr  a inag  c -- 

D e f e c t V e Traps 

- 

No  Da a connect ion  from 

S.-vers.  

- 

- 

- 

Other  'n:ults. 

6 

- 

4 

Water  Supply. 

' 2 

- 

1 

Pig3tie:3,  

- 

- 

- 

A.iiiJ.A-,ls  ■’■■mproper'i  3/  Kept.  .... 

1 

■ - 

1 

Offensive  Trades 

- 

- 

- 

Smoke  Nuisances.  , 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Kuisances- 

Nuisance  from  private 

Sefza.ge  Disposal  Plant.  , . 

- 

Iclluticn  of  ai  tches 

2 

- 

2 

TOTALS 

40 

- 

30  . 

II- 


K eniarks 


S ^niples  of  taken  for  | 

Anplv&is |2 

vS  amp  lee  cf  ’7a  ter  Condemned  as 

unflo  for  use 

6ei£urt.‘S  of  Uri7.'’h  ole  some  Pood. 


-Conric toons  for  exposing  op 
selling  Unw hole some  Pood. 
Samples  cf  pood  and  Drugs  taken 
for  nnolysis 


Private 


38  tins  Salmons  I5  tins  meats 
4 A. Ration  20  tins  Beans,  4586 
tins  milk,  surrendered  from 
Buffet  Depots  in  District.  8 
small  pigs,  weight  8 stone  in 
all-vsusj:)ec ted  sv;ine  fever  con- 
ta.cts-  buried  by  police  at  farm 


Samples  of  pood  and  Drugs 
f cund  ..'-dul'c  erated 


III.  OPS  ^ A^IITB? 

r-^  a ^ 8 , , ^-1 8^-110 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding 

stoved  or  destroyed 

Houses  disinfected  after  infect 
10U3  disease 


28 

28 


Schools  do.  do. 

Prosecutions  for  exposures  of 
infected  persons  or  things. . 
Convictions  for  do.  do. 


IV.  GENEIp\L 

Ne. 

Remarks 

Number  of  New  Houses  e-cected 
during  the  year 

4 

Agricultural  Cottages  for 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied 
during  the  year 

4 

the  Council 

Ash-pit  privies  converted  into 
Ash-closets 

— 

Ash-pit  privies  converted  into 
Water  Closets 

8 

Ash-closets  converted  into 

Water  Closets 

3 

Total  number  of  watei  cloGets 
in  District 

1209 

Includes  4 new  ones 

Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in 
District 

. 690 

Total  number  of  Ashpit-privies 
in  District 

668 

(a)  HOUSING  STnTISTICS 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts) 10 

(b)  Number  of  in»peation6  made  for  thoapnrpoge  20 

h-  d 

(2)  (a)  Ku&ber.*cf 'cl^elling-houses'>(inolud5d  un<+er 

8ub**liead  (1)  above),  whiek. were- inspected 

and  recorded  under  the. Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulati'ohs , 1925 

$b)  Number  of  inspections  made,  for,  the  purpose 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling -houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub -head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
I'cr  human  habitation 10 

, 2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  services 

, of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 64 

(b)  DISIITFESTaTION 

Three  cases  if  infestation  of  vermin  were  notified 


during  the  year. 

(c)  INSPECT  I ON  MD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff  arising  from  the 
present  emergency,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  the 
usual  routine  Inspections  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  district. 


•fr 


,tj.;  aj/nif  a,L;;!- 


■ 'Jlvl"  ‘ivty’ 


. ;.  ■ • . 'i;:  . , 


...  . ■ ■; 


\ 
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The  total  number  of  Registered  Premises  is  247-  This  includes 
46  producers  of  Accredited  milk  and  2 producers  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  railk.  One  Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  and  one  Supplementary  licence  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  were 

issued. 

60  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  inspected.  Of  these,  6 were  for 

an  application  to  be  registered  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 

Order. 

{d)?-Z:.aT  AND  OTHSR  FOODS 

NO  Licences  were  issued  in  re^jpect  of  slaughter  houses 
during  the  year  as  nohe  of  the  slaughter  houses  are  in  use  under 
the  Government  scheme  for  centralising  slaughter  houses.  The 
central  slaughter  house  for  Darlington  area  is  in  Park  Lane, 
Darlington,  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  in  connection 
with  tiiifl  Bcheae. 


I wish,  in  conclusion  to  acknowledge  the  great 
assistance  given  at  all  times  by  the  late  Hr'.  Pallister,  Surveyor, 
his  assistant  Mr.  Hurv/orth,  and  also  my  indebtedness  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  and  Mr.  Pattinson,  the  Clerk 
for  their  co-operation  and  approval  of  suggestions  made  in 
endeavouring  to  maintain  a satisfactory  state  of  health  in  the 
District, 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


CO'oncil  Offices, 

55  Conisciiffe  Road, 
Df^rlington, 

Dtcember,  1945- 
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